
Clinical Performance Instrument (PT CPI Web)  
Definitions of rating scale anchors: 
 
Beginning performance*: 
• A student who requires close clinical supervision 100% of the time managing patients 
with constant monitoring and feedback, even with patients with simple conditions. 
• At this level, performance is inconsistent and clinical reasoning* is performed in an 
inefficient manner. 
• Performance reflects little or no experience. 
• The student does not carry a caseload. 
Advanced beginner performance*: 
• A student who requires clinical supervision 75% – 90% of the time managing patients 
with simple conditions, and 100% of the time managing patients with complex 
conditions. 
• At this level, the student demonstrates consistency in developing proficiency with simple 
tasks (eg, medical record review, goniometry, muscle testing, and simple interventions), 
but is unable to perform skilled examinations, interventions, and clinical reasoning skills. 
• The student may begin to share a caseload with the clinical instructor. 
Intermediate performance*: 
• A student who requires clinical supervision less than 50% of the time managing patients 
with simple conditions, and 75% of the time managing patients with complex conditions. 
• At this level, the student is proficient with simple tasks and is developing the ability to 
consistently perform skilled examinations, interventions, and clinical reasoning. 
• The student is capable of maintaining 50% of a full-time physical therapist’s caseload. 
Advanced intermediate performance*: 
• A student who requires clinical supervision less than 25% of the time managing new 
patients or patients with complex conditions and is independent managing patients with 
simple conditions. 
• At this level, the student is consistent and proficient in simple tasks and requires only 
occasional cueing for skilled examinations, interventions, and clinical reasoning. 
• The student is capable of maintaining 75% of a full-time physical therapist’s caseload. 
Entry-level performance*: 
• A student who is capable of functioning without guidance or clinical supervision 
managing patients with simple or complex conditions. 
• At this level, the student is consistently proficient and skilled in simple and complex 
tasks for skilled examinations, interventions, and clinical reasoning. 
• Consults with others and resolves unfamiliar or ambiguous situations. 
• The student is capable of maintaining 100% of a full-time physical therapist’s caseload 
in a cost effective manner. 
Beyond entry-level performance*: 
• A student who is capable of functioning without clinical supervision or guidance in 
managing patients with simple or highly complex conditions, and is able to function in 
unfamiliar or ambiguous situations. 
• At this level, the student is consistently proficient at highly skilled examinations, 
interventions, and clinical reasoning, and is a capable of serving as a consultant or 
resource for others. 
• The student is capable of maintaining 100% of a full-time physical therapist’s caseload 
and seeks to assist others where needed. 
• The student is capable of supervising others. 
 
 



 
Web CPI general guidelines for determining a grade:  
 
 
First clinical experience:  
 
Depending upon your academic curriculum, ratings of 
student performance may be expected in the first two intervals between 
beginning clinical performance,* advanced beginner performance, and 
intermediate clinical performance. 

 
Intermediate clinical experiences: 
 
 Depending upon your academic curriculum, 
student performance ratings are expected to progress along the continuum 
ranging from a minimum of advanced beginner clinical performance (interval 2) to 
advanced intermediate clinical performance* (interval 4). The ratings on the 
performance criteria will be dependent upon the clinical setting, level of didactic 
and clinical experience within the curriculum, and expectations of the clinical site 
and the academic program. 
 
Final clinical experience:  
 
Students should achieve ratings of entry-level or 
beyond (interval 5) for all 18 performance criteria. 
 
 
• At the conclusion of a clinical experience, grading decisions made by the ACCE/DCE, 
may also consider: 

o clinical setting, 

o experience with patients or clients* in that setting, 

o relative weighting or importance of each performance criterion, 

o expectations for the clinical experience, 

o progression of performance from midterm to final evaluations, 

o level of experience within the didactic and clinical components, 

o whether or not “significant concerns” box was checked, and 

o the congruence between the CI’s narrative midterm and final comments related 

to the five performance dimensions and the ratings provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Category Definitions Clin Ed (1-IV) 
 Student expectation level 
Florida Gulf Coast University 

Beginning performance • A student who requires close clinical 
supervision 100% of the time 
managing patients 
with constant monitoring and 
feedback, even with patients with 
simple conditions. 
• At this level, performance is 
inconsistent and clinical reasoning* is 
performed in an 
inefficient manner. 
• Performance reflects little or no 
experience. 
• The student does not carry a 
caseload. 

 Clin Ed 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advanced beginner 
performance 

 
• A student who requires clinical 
supervision 75% – 90% of the time 
managing patients 
with simple conditions, and 100% of 
the time managing patients with 
complex 
conditions. 
• At this level, the student 
demonstrates consistency in 
developing proficiency with simple 
tasks (eg, medical record review, 
goniometry, muscle testing, and 
simple interventions), but is unable to 
perform skilled examinations, 
interventions, and clinical reasoning 
skills. 
• The student may begin to share a 
caseload with the clinical instructor. 

Clin Ed 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intermediate 
performance 

• A student who requires clinical 
supervision less than 50% of the time 
managing patients 
with simple conditions, and 75% of the 
time managing patients with complex 
conditions. 
• At this level, the student is proficient 
with simple tasks and is developing 
the ability to 
consistently perform skilled 
examinations, interventions, and 
clinical reasoning. 
• The student is capable of 
maintaining 50% of a full-time physical 
therapist’s caseload. 

Clin Ed 3 
 

Advanced intermediate 
performance 

A student who requires clinical 
supervision less than 25% of the time 
managing new 
patients or patients with complex 

Clin Ed 4 (First 7 weeks of 15 
week course) 
 



conditions and is independent 
managing patients with 
simple conditions. 
• At this level, the student is consistent 
and proficient in simple tasks and 
requires only 
occasional cueing for skilled 
examinations, interventions, and 
clinical reasoning. 
• The student is capable of 
maintaining 75% of a full-time physical 
therapist’s caseload. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Entry-level 
performance 

• A student who is capable of 
functioning without guidance or clinical 
supervision 
managing patients with simple or 
complex conditions. 
• At this level, the student is 
consistently proficient and skilled in 
simple and complex 
tasks for skilled examinations, 
interventions, and clinical reasoning. 
• Consults with others and resolves 
unfamiliar or ambiguous situations. 
• The student is capable of 
maintaining 100% of a full-time 
physical therapist’s caseload 
in a cost effective manner. 

Clin Ed 4 (last 8 weeks of 15 
week course) 
 

Beyond entry-level 
performance 

• A student who is capable of 
functioning without clinical supervision 
or guidance in 
managing patients with simple or 
highly complex conditions, and is able 
to function in 
unfamiliar or ambiguous situations. 
• At this level, the student is 
consistently proficient at highly skilled 
examinations, 
interventions, and clinical reasoning, 
and is a capable of serving as a 
consultant or 
resource for others. 
• The student is capable of 
maintaining 100% of a full-time 
physical therapist’s caseload 
and seeks to assist others where 
needed. 
• The student is capable of supervising 
others. 

Clin Ed 4 

 

 

 



Florida Gulf Coast University 

Minimum performance expectations for successful completion of each clinical experience: 
 
 
Clinical Education 1:  Student will perform in a manner that exceeds the criteria described in the 
definition associated with beginning performance, and meets most of the definition of advanced 
beginning performance. 
 
Clinical Education 2: Student will perform in a manner that meets or exceeds the criteria described in 
the definition associated with advanced beginning performance. 
 
Clinical Education 3: Student will perform in a manner that meets or exceeds the criteria described in 
the definition associated with intermediate performance. 
 
Clinical Education 4 (First 7 weeks of Clin Ed IV): Student will perform in a manner that meets or exceeds 
the criteria described in the definition associated with advanced intermediate performance. 
 
Clinical Education 4 (Last 8 weeks of Clin Ed IV): Student will perform in a manner that meets or exceeds 
the criteria described in the definition associated with entry level performance. 
 

 


